
About 99% of the people we 
photograph dislike having their 
photograph taken.  We totally 
get that and it’s our job to put 
you at ease.
We want your experience to be fun and we 
want you to relax and enjoy your session.

So we’ve put together some things to think 
about in the run up to your photo-shoot.  
Hopefully they’ll help answer your questions 
and alleviate any anxiety you may be feeling.

As much as it would be great for you to just 
turn up and smile, a little more thought and 
consideration will elevate your photographs to 
really give them the WOW factor. We want you 
to feel confident; we want you to shine.  

Preparing for your
HEADSHOT SESSION

So have a think
about the following 
before your session
starts...
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YOUR CLOTHES
What to wear?  The million-dollar question!  
You need to wear your clothes rather than 
your clothes wearing you.  What we want
is for people to focus on your face, not
the sparkly jumper or jazzy tie you’ve
opted to wear.  

That said it’s important that your choice of 
clothes reflect your personality and also 
your brand.  If your brand is cool and funky 
perhaps the sparkly jumper is fine after all.  
If you’re trying to portray a more serious, 
professional image make sure your clothing 
mirrors that.

Think about your brand colours too.  You 
don’t want to clash so opt for a colour that 

Booked a
POP UP SESSION?
If you’ve booked a session at the PopUP Studio, clients have 45 minutes in front of the 
camera.  We include up to two outfit changes within each session.  If you want more, 
that’s fine but we’ll need to bolt on more time and there will be an extra cost.  Please do 
speak to us, we’d be happy to advise.

compliments your branding and logo.  If you and your team are being photographed and you want the get a group 
shot, discuss your clothing choices with each other as you want the styles to flatter, not fight against, each other.
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Your choice of outfit is up to you.   Do have a try on 
a good few days before your session, just in case 
something needs dry cleaning or you need to go on 
a shopping spree!  (And if you do go shopping, you 
can always keep the tags on so that you can return 
any items you don’t want to keep after the shoot).

Think about accessories – jewellery, scarves 
etc.  But again, we don’t want to draw too much 
attention away from your face so nothing too fussy.

And do pay attention to detail.  Although we work 
with Photoshop in post-production our philosophy 
is to get the images as perfect as we can in camera.  
Our aim is to create images that are a true reflection 
of you.  Your personality needs to shine through.  
The more ‘retouching’ we do, the more that 
personality is erased.  

So, if clothes have marks of them, please be sure to 
get them cleaned.  Iron your clothes too – creases 
become really obvious when you’re looking at 
yourself in close up.

And even if you think you’ve got your outfits sorted, 
feel free to bring along a few extra options.  If 
something isn’t working we can play around with 
something else.  There’s nothing worse than wishing 
you’d brought along a top but didn’t at the last 

minute.  Bring as much as you want to, we can fine 
tune the outfits out when you get here.

For your headshot we are only photographing your 
‘top half’ so the focus is mainly on shirts, blouses, 
jackets etc.  But feel free to get your bottom half 
sorted too!  Wearing the whole outfit, even down 
to the right shoes (which won’t be seen) can make 
such a difference to the way you feel, the way you 
stand and the way you pose.

Please arrive ready in your first look so that we can 
get started as soon as you feel comfortable.  And 
remember, you have to love what you’re wearing.  
You need to feel good in it.  That said, sometimes 
people arrive in a top they’ve loved for too many 
years and that’s not always a good thing.  If the 
colour is fading and ‘bobbles’ are appearing, 
perhaps it’s time for a change.  Modern cameras 
pick up every detail so deodorant marks and fading 
will be seen.

A few other ‘rules’.
Colours work brilliantly so wear them!  Trinny & 
Susannah might not have been on our TV screens 
for a while now but their knowledge when it comes 
to colour and outfits is second to none.  Take a look 
at their website for tips and inspiration.  

http://trinnyandsusannah.com/

What is
AN OUTFIT?

Love what you’re
wearing.  You need
to feel good in it.
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Like we’ve said, when it comes to colour think about 
your branding and your logo.  You need to work with 
it, not against it.  And if you’re really not sure, do get 
in touch.  We can offer some advice over the phone 
or we can put you in touch with some great stylists 
who can help you before your shoot.  Knowing that 
you look great makes such a difference.  The people 
we’ve worked with who’ve ‘had their colours done’ 
or those who’ve had a wardrobe make-over are far 
more confident as they know they’re wearing the 
right styles, colours and shapes.

Black can look stunning but not on everyone. If you 
do want to opt for black, opt for another colour for 
outfit number 2.

Generally we shoot on a white background and so 
be cautious of white as it can cause you to blend 
into the background and that’s the last thing we 
want! We’re not ruling it out though so bring it but 
bring some other options too.

You need to look and feel yourself so hair is best 
left up to you.  If you want to have a blow-dry 
beforehand great.  If you don’t, that’s fine too. But 
whatever you do, make sure hair is clean, neat
and tidy.  

If you have added colour, get that appointment 
booked in before the shoot.  If your roots need 
refreshing, book in to see your colourist.  Feel free 
to bring styling products, hair clips and accessories 
with you.  You can go for different looks once
you’re here.  

But remember, hair really is the hardest thing to
play around with in post-production so put some 
thought into it before shoot day.  

Makeup should be considered, even if you don’t 
wear it.  It can even out skin tone, reduce dark 
circles, add a healthy glow and reduce shine.  You 
may feel confident to do your own make-up and 
that’s fine.  But we ask that you take some time on 

Ladies
HAIR & MAKE-UP
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Patterns can pack a punch but bigger patterns work 
better than smaller ones.  If you’re not sure, bring it 
and we can see how it works on camera. 

Don’t be dictated to by trends.  You want a look that 
is going to have a shelf life.  That said you need to 
be you so trust your instincts on this.

this before the shoot.  Also bring your own make-up 
bag so that you can refresh during the shoot.  

If you’d like a professional on hand for your shoot, 
we work with some fantastic make-up artists. It’s 
really worth considering a professional make-up 
artist as it makes such a difference to the overall 
look of the images. Rather than doing ‘make-over’ 
make-up, which can sometimes look over-done and 
unnatural, they are brilliant at bringing out your best 
in a natural way.   Get in touch and we can book one 
for you.

COLOUR & STYLE
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We encourage you to smile, even if you’re looking 
for a formal, professional shot for LinkedIn.  As 
soon as you smile, your face opens up, your
eyes light up and you look connected.  

Perhaps a trip to the dentist or hygienist before the 
shoot will make you even more confident when it 
comes to flashing a smile during the shoot. 

Smile!

Wishing you’d booked that hair appointment on the 
day of the shoot is too late.  So we recommend that 
you get your haircut 4 or 5 days before your session.  
Be clean-shaven if that’s your look or well groomed
if you’ve got some facial hair going on.

We also advise that you drink lots of water.  Men 
tend to opt against make-up so you’re relying on 
your natural skin tone.  Drinking water regularly in
the days leading up to the shoot can brighten your 
eyes, reduce dark circles and give you a much 
brighter, clearer complexion.

GENTS HAIR

We love photographing people and our photography 
is honest, natural and flattering.  Yes, we will do 
basic retouching of your portrait just to tidy things 
up, we will colour balance everything and make your 
image look tip-top.  This is included in the fee. 

If once you receive the images, you want a little extra 
work on them, we can to discuss this with you.   We 
can price retouching according to your requirements.  

Can you
PHOTOSHOP ME?

That said, we don’t go crazy in Photoshop!  To us, 
it’s really disconcerting to connect with people and 
then meet them in the flesh at a business meeting/
networking event and find
that they look nothing like their photograph!
In removing lines and wrinkles, your personality is 
somewhat lost so we like to keep any tweaks
to a minimum and let you and your personality
shine through.
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Preparing for your
HEADSHOT SESSION
Checklist
We hope you found our Preparing
for your Headshot Session guide 
useful.  We  know that there’s a lot
to take in so here’s a quick checklist 
to glance at in the run up to your
session with us.

CLOTHES
• Think about your outfit choices  
• Be aware of brand colours, you don’t want to clash
• Highlight 2-3 outfits to bring on the day of the shoot
• Make sure all clothing is clean, in good condition
   and ironed
• If necessary book in a shopping trip (but keep tags  
   on for easy returns)

ON THE DAY
• Come in your first outfit
• Have additional outfits on hangers if possible
• If you’re not sure, bring some extra outfits to be
   discussed pre-shoot

Women
HAIR & MAKE-UP

HAIR
• Book in for a colour/refresh if you have
   colour and it’s fading
• Make sure hair is clean & styled - if
   necessary book in for a blow-dry before  
   your session

ON THE DAY
• Make sure hair is as you want it for
   the shoot
• Book in for a blow-dry if necessary
• Bring any styling products, clips, brushes
   with you for last minute tidy-ups

MAKE-UP
• If you’ve booked with our make-up artist  
   come with a clean, moisturised face & don’t  
   forget to bring your make-up bag
• If you’re happy to do your own make-up,  
   come camera ready but please bring your  
   make-up for any touch-ups during
   the shoot.
• A week before drink lots of water. 
   It brightens eyes & reduces dark circles

ON THE DAY
• Have a clean moisturised face ready for our  
   make-up artist or come camera ready in
   your own make-up

• Bring your make-up bag

Men
HAIR & GROOMING
• Check your hair in advance, if you need a trim, book one 4-5 days before the shoot
• If you shave, come clean-shaven, if not, come groomed
• A week before drink lots of water, it brightens eyes and reduces dark circles 
• Moisturise your face on the morning of your shoot

http://www.jonbradley.co.uk


jonbradleyphoto

jonbradleyphotography

jonbradleyphoto

jonbradleyphoto

Do get in touch to discuss your corporate portrait 
requirements. We’re happy to work you with to get 
the images that suit your corporate style.  

Drop us a line or connect on social media to keep 
up to date with our PopUP Studio Days.

And if you’d like to see more of our portraits, find 
us on Facebook, Pinterest or Instragram where we 
share lots of our commissions as they happen.

Please get in touch with
Rachel on 07956 505 336 or
email rachel@jonbradley.co.uk for more information.
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